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I. From a Distance:Emor, a Parsha of Two Parts

1. The Dividing Line; The Bottom Line
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And you shall faithfully observe My commandments: | am Hashem

And you shall not profane My holy name, that | may be sanctified in the midst of

the Israelite people— | am Hashem who sanctifies you,

| who brought you out of the land of Egypt to be your Hashem, | am Hashem

2. A Strange Deviation
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And Hashem spoke to Moses, saying:
Speak to the entire assembly of the Children of Israel and say to them: | am
Hashem your God.
T2 "NV '221 TINYN

77N01,1771'9 NwN 17 NIWI,|NNK 0121 .711220 '9n TA? NWN :N2wn 170 X' ,|120 1IN
['"R17 AW ATUIN, 112 1P7N0] .1 WA [N NI, 1121010 .AWN INNY2 AW NN
NAWI 02T 10122 ATIN NN MY NNR 021V7 NIN QTN NN 28W7 1NN, NN
,NUIIN NNN T2 INXND L|'A NN |02 NAYI DYN 72 10121 ,00)T IP7N01 .|p1'a nwn |n?
AP NN N7 MW AW 7101 . TNK DV 72 721,01 DRIPTH TALL,NW72W 111 T
.NVUIIN 720 T2 XXNI [P 0IPT N7 2,112 177102 .[1'a 1172 |07 1IY QNN P7N0)
[N7 W, 17002 .[71'9 112 [N7 W AN P7N0] .11 NN |07 NI NN p7N0)
VN 700 T2 NN L |p1'a DIpT

The Sages taught :What was the order of teaching? Moses learned from the
mouth of the Almighty. Aaron entered and Moses taught him his lesson. Aaron
moved and sat to the left of Moses. [Aaron’s] sons entered, and Moses taught
them their lesson. [Aaron’s] sons moved. Elazar sat to the right of Moses and
Itamar to the left of Aaron. Rabbi Yehuda disagreed with the first tanna with
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regard to the seating arrangements and said: Actually, Aaron would return to sit to
the right of Moses. The elders entered and Moses taught them their lesson. The
elders moved aside, and the entire nation entered and Moses taught them their
lesson. Therefore, Aaron had heard the lesson four times, his sons heard it three
times, the elders heard it twice, and the entire nation heard it once.

Moses then departed to his tent, and Aaron taught the others his lesson as he had
learned it from Moses. Aaron then departed and his sons taught the others their
lesson. His sons then departed and the elders taught the rest of the people their
lesson. Hence everyone, Aaron, his sons, the elders and all the people, heard the
lesson taught by Hashem four times.
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This (the addition of the words N7y 72) teaches us that this section was
proclaimed in full assembly because most of the fundamental teachings of the
Torah are dependent on it (Sifra, Kedoshim)

Role/Relationship

Il. Snapshots of Sanctity

1. Agricultural Allowance
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And when you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not reap all the way to the
edges of your field or gather the gleanings of your harvest.
And you shall not pick your vineyard bare, or gather the fallen fruit of your
vineyard; you shall leave them for the poor and the stranger: | Hashem, am your

God.




3

OU Pshat in the Parsha 2025-2026
Rabbi Shmuel Goldin
rgoldin@ahavathtorah.org

2. Surging Morality
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You shall not insult the deaf, or place a stumbling block before the blind. You shall
fear your Hashem: | am the HASHEM.
You shall not render an unfair decision: do not favor the poor or show deference
to the rich; judge your kindred fairly.
Do not as go as a tale-bearer with members of your people. Do not profit by the
blood of your fellow: | am HASHEM.
You shall not hate your kinsfolk in your heart. Reprove your kindred but incur no
guilt on their account.
You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against members of your people.
Love your fellow as yourself: | am HASHEM.
You shall observe My laws.
You shall not let your cattle mate with a different kind; you shall not sow your field
with two kinds of seed; you shall not put on cloth from a mixture of two kinds of
material.

3. At the Extreme
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The entire house of Israel are commanded regarding the sanctification of
[Hashem's] great name, as [Leviticus 22:32] states: "And | shall be sanctified
amidst the children of Israel." Also, they are warned against desecrating [His holy
name], as [the above verse] states: "And they shall not desecrate My holy name."
What is implied? Should a gentile arise and force a Jew to violate one of the
Torah's commandments at the pain of death, he should violate the commandment
rather than be killed, because [Leviticus 18:5] states concerning the mitzvot:
"which a man will perform and live by them." [They were given so that] one may
live by them and not die because of them. If a person dies rather than transgress,
he is held accountable for his life.

When does the above apply? With regard to other mitzvot, with the exception of
the worship of other Hashems, forbidden sexual relations, and murder. However,
with regard to these three sins, if one is ordered: "Transgress one of them or be
killed," one should sacrifice his life rather than transgress.

When does the above apply? When the gentile desires his own personal benefit -
for example, he forces a person to build a house or cook food for him on the
Sabbath, he rapes a woman, or the like. However, if his intention is solely to have
him violate the mitzvot, [the following rules apply:] If he is alone and there are not
ten other Jews present, he should transgress and not sacrifice his life. However, if
he forces him [to transgress] with the intention that he violate [a mitzvah] in the
presence of ten Jews, he should sacrifice his life and not transgress. [This applies]
even if [the gentile] intended merely that he violate only one of the [Torah's]
mitzvot.
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All the above [distinctions] apply [only in times] other than times of a decree.
However, in times of a decree - i.e., when a wicked king like Nebuchadnezzar or
his like will arise and issue a decree against the Jews to nullify their faith or one of
the mitzvot - one should sacrifice one's life rather than transgress any of the other
mitzvot, whether one is compelled [to transgress] amidst ten [Jews] or one is
compelled [to transgress merely] amidst gentiles.

If anyone about whom it is said: "Transgress and do not sacrifice your life,"
sacrifices his life and does not transgress, he is held accountable for his life.
When anyone about whom it is said: "Sacrifice your life and do not transgress,"
sacrifices his life and does not transgress, he sanctifies [Hashem's] name.

4. Bringing it Home
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Abaye said: As it was taught in a baraita that it is stated: “And you shall love the
Lord your Hashem” (Deuteronomy 6:5), which means that you shall make the
name of Heaven beloved. How should one do so? One should do so in that he
should read Torah, and learn Mishna, and serve Torah scholars, and he should be
pleasant with people in his business transactions. What do people say about such
a person? Fortunate is his father who taught him Torah, fortunate is his teacher
who taught him Torah, woe to the people who have not studied Torah. So-and-so,
who taught him Torah, see how pleasant are his ways, how proper are his deeds.
The verse states about him and others like him: “You are My servant, Israel, in
whom | will be glorified” (Isaiah 49:3). But one who reads Torah, and learns
Mishna, and serves Torah scholars, but his business practices are not done
faithfully, and he does not speak pleasantly with other people, what do people say
about him? Woe to so-and-so who studied Torah, woe to his father who taught
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him Torah, woe to his teacher who taught him Torah. So-and-so who studied
Torah, see how destructive are his deeds, and how ugly are his ways. About him
and others like him the verse states that the gentiles will say: “Men said of them:
These are the people of the Lord, yet they had to leave His land” (Ezekiel 36:20).
Through their sins and subsequent exile, such people have desecrated the name
of Hashem.



